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Burglaries are identified as “high property value crimes” due to how commonly police are
asked to deal with them.The current document highlights national and Nevada burglary trends
from 1990 to 2019. It also outlines some main risk factors associated with burglary.
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U.S. and Nevada Burglary Rates

This graph indicates that burglary rates in the

United States and Nevada have been declining

over the past three decades. However, Nevada

burglary rates have generally exceeded national
rates.

Burglary Rates by State

This map highlights the 20 states with the high-
est and lowest burglary rates in 2019. Nevada
ranked as the 9t highest state.

Geographical/Population Characteristics

The diagram highlights household and geo-
graphical/population characteristics associated
with burglary. For example, the highest rates of
burglary were found in urban areas with larger
populations (250,000 to 500,000) and in house-

holds headed by persons under 20 years old.

To learn more about this Stat Sheet please visit the
Center for Crime and Justice Policy at www.unlv.edu/CCJP
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Summary

Burglaries represent high property value crimes
of great public concern. Overall, the data shows
that national and Nevada burglary rates have
declined over the past three decades (UCR,
2019).A closer examination at state compar-
isons of burglary rates reveals a geographical
clustering of high and low-rate states. High-rate
states cluster in southern and western regions
of the country, while low-rate states typically
cluster in northeastern regions. Nevada ranked
ninth among the top 10 states with the highest
burglary rates. Other data on the characteristics
of burglary victims indicates that certain house-
holds are more at risk than others. According
to data from the National Crime Victimization
Survey (NCVS), head of households who are

|9 or younger, Black/African American, and are
below the poverty level were more likely to be
victimized (2019).
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Data Sources and Limitations

Fig. I:

FBI — UCR: Burglaries in the US (1990-2019)
FBI — UCR: Burglaries in Nevada (1990-2019)
Census: US population (1990 —2019)

Fig. 2:

FBI — UCR: Burglaries in the US by state (2019)
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Fig. 3:
Bureau of Justice Statistics - NCVS (2019)

The FBI data only accounts for reported bur-
glaries and thus only reflects known crimes to
the police. Similarly, the National Crime Victim-
ization Survey (NCVS) data only reports on
offenses reported by victims themselves. Based
on the limitations of these data, some caution
is required in interpreting the results in this
report.
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